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Dear Parents 

 
The time has arrived when Year 9 pupils will need to make decisions regarding the courses they 
wish to follow in Years 10 and 11 (KS4).  Parental support is vital to ensure pupils make appropriate 
decisions. I hope you will find this booklet useful and feel able to support your child throughout this 
process. 

 
 

Compulsory Subjects 
 
The following subjects must be studied by ALL pupils: 
 English 
 Mathematics 
 Science 
 History, Geography  
 Core PE (non-exam) 
 
The following subjects must be studied by ALL Year 10 pupils: 
 
 Information and Communication Technology (potential GCSE General Studies)* 
 Religious Education (potential GCSE General Studies)* 
 
*These subjects are delivered in Year 10 and year 11 with one course being completed each year    
 
 

Optional Subjects 
 
Pupils also have a choice of three further subjects from three option blocks, listed in the next section 
of this booklet. The remainder of the booklet gives detailed information on the courses offered at 
KS4. At this stage of the process, students will only need to identify which three subjects they wish 
to take in Key Stage 4. Once these have been collated, options will then be placed into blocks to 
allow the maximum number of students to select their first choices. At the end of the process each 
pupil must select one subject in each of the three blocks and one reserve subject. 

 
You may have seen in the press and through government announcements that there are a number of 
changes being implemented at GCSE level which impact on your son/daughter. The school has re-
sponded to this increase in course demand, the changes to terminal exams and requirements for 
students at post 16. As a result of these changes, the school has altered the structure of the options 
process to focus on three options rather than four, with more time provided to the options and core 
subjects. We feel that these changes will allow students to achieve the highest quality grades in 
their chosen subjects and to provide students with the best foundation for their post 16 studies.  

 
Those hoping to go to university should think seriously about the entry requirements for specific 
courses (more details can be found on the university applications (UCAS) website, www.ucas.ac.uk 
and then go to Course Search).  Some further and higher education courses may require a grade C or 
above at GCSE in Modern Foreign Languages. Pupils are advised to investigate this carefully before 
completing their option form, if at this stage they know what they would like to go on to study.  

 
In general, if a pupil has a specific course in mind for further or higher education, it is important for 
them to investigate entry requirements for this. Form tutors can help pupils with this if necessary. 
Many pupils however, do not know at this stage what they would like to go on to do, and therefore 
our advice is to maintain as broad a curriculum as possible.  
 
 

http://www.ucas.ac.uk


 

 

Support in making subject choices 
 
Pupils will be given guidance throughout the options process from their form tutors and subject 
teachers. The Year 9 Parents Option Evening will take place on Tuesday 3rd November 2015.  Each pu-
pil and their parents/carers are invited to attend this information evening. It is an important oppor-
tunity for you and your child to discuss whether further study in each subject is suitable for your 
child. In addition to subject specific advice, representatives from local FE centres will also be available 
for you to discuss the best options. 

 

If you have concerns related to your child’s special needs, please contact Mrs Skelding, Assistant Head 
Teacher for Pastoral Care and SEND, or Mr Ellis, Special Educational Needs Coordinator. 
 
Whatever choices Year 9 students make, they need to aim high and work hard to achieve the best re-
sults they can in their courses in Year 10 and 11. For success over the next two important years, stu-
dents must: 

 
-     Attend school and lessons regularly and punctually 
-     Be very well organised 
-     Listen carefully, be prepared to ask for help and learn from mistakes 
-     Keep to all deadlines and complete all homework to the highest possible standard 
-     Plan and undertake extra independent study and research to support school work 
-     Revise regularly over the two years 
-     Use opportunities to develop skills and experience and build their CV in school and  
      beyond 

 

Completing the Subject Choices form 
 
When a pupil is ready to make their first choices, form tutors have copies of the subject choices forms. 
On this, pupils will identify their top three choices plus one reserve subject. A copy is included in this 
booklet for reference. The form needs to be signed by the pupil, parent and form tutor. The final option 
choices in blocks will be circulated by the 16th November 2015 for students to make their final choices. 

 
The final deadline for submission of the Subject Choices Form to School Reception is 11th December 2015. 
 

Final Decisions on Option Choices 
 
After Subject Choices forms have been received, they will be scrutinised by the school.  Our aim will be to 
give every child their first choices, but I must stress that this is not always possible, for the following reasons: 

 
  More pupils opt for a course than there are places available 
  Not enough pupils opt for a course and therefore we are unable to run it 
  In our opinion, the pupil has made an inappropriate or unwise choice 
 
In these cases, parents and pupils will be kept fully informed, and no change will be made to a pupil’s 
choices without discussion of the options available. 
 
I hope the information provided in the accompanying booklet is useful to you.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me at any stage if you need clarification on any point, or you feel concerned.  Please keep the 
booklet safe and bring it with you when you attend our Options Evening on 3rd November. 
 
Further copies of this booklet can be downloaded from our website. 
 
Kind Regards. 
 
 
 
Mr Oakes 
Senior Teacher 



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 2  
 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT DATES  
 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEK BEGINNING: 19th October 

Options Booklet launched with students with an Information Assembly 

 

 

WEEK BEGINNING: 19th October & 2nd November  

Departmental Taster Sessions and Information Assemblies  

 

 

WEEK BEGINNING:  2nd November 2015   

Options Evening 

Subjects will be available to offer information and advice  

and FE providers will also be available 

 

 

WEEK BEGINNING: 9th November 2015   

Students make initial preferences on Courses 1 to 4 

 

 

WEEK BEGINNING:  16th November 2015  

Option Blocks are made and circulated to students  

with an Information Assembly 

 

 

WEEK BEGINNING:  7th December 2015 

Final Options forms to handed in to form tutors 

 

 

WEEK BEGINNING: 18th January   

Final options confirmed to students and careers 



THE SUBJECT CHOICES 
 
 
 

In addition to compulsory subjects, pupils choose any THREE other subjects from: 
 

 

 

 *English Baccalaureate subject 

 
 ** English Baccalaureate subject and available in blocks to allow students to study both History and 
 Geography 
 

 

 

Arts 
 

GCSE Art & Design 
GCSE Media Studies 
BTEC Music 
 

Humanities 
 

GCSE Geography * * 
GCSE Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

Design and Technologies 
 

GCSE Engineering 
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
BTEC Construction and the Built 
Environment 

GCSE Computing* 

Modern Foreign Languages 
 

GCSE French * 
GCSE German* 

Other Optional Subjects 
 

GCSE Physical Education 
BTEC Sports Studies 
GCSE Child Development 
GCSE Citizenship 
GCSE Classical Civilisation 
GCSE Sociology 

  



 
 

Qualifications 
 
There are three different types of qualifications available and in some cases more than one is offered for 
the same subject. More detail is available in the follow pages for each subject area, but in general the 
qualifications are: 
 
GCSE: GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education. It is highly valued by schools, colleg-
es and employers, so is extremely useful whatever a pupil’s future plans are. The qualification mainly 
involves studying the theory of a subject, combined with some investigative work. Some subjects also 
involve practical work. Typically they are assessed by a combination of written exams and controlled 
assessment. 
 
BTEC: BTECs are work related qualifications suitable for a wide range of students, built to accommodate 
the needs of employers and allow progression to university. They provide a more practical, real-world 
approach to learning alongside a key theoretical background. Assessment is mostly on-going throughout 
the course, with usually only one externally assessed exam. Their equivalence to GCSEs can vary de-
pending upon the subject and level of entry.  See individual subject pages for more detail. 
 
 
 

Restrictions on Choices 
 
There is no requirement to study a particular combination of subjects, or to choose from each curricu-
lum area, although it is useful for pupils to have a balance of different ideas. 
 
Pupils should not choose more than two subjects from Arts (Art & Design, Media and Music), Design 
and Technology or Languages. 
 
Pupils cannot be entered for more than two BTECs. 
 
The following subjects cannot be chosen in combination due to Ofqual’s regulations relating to discount 
codes: 
 
BTEC and GCSE qualifications for the same subject. 

 



 
 

Please indicate either Citizenship, Geography or History as your core humanities subject.  
 

 

 

Option  
Please indicate the 3 subjects that would like to study in key stage 4.  

Please indicate a Reserve with an R. THESE ARE NOT YOUR FINAL OPTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please hand to Mr Oakes  

NO LATER THAN  9TH NOVEMBER 2015 

  Subject Choices 
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GCSE 
Engineering   

GCSE Food Preparation  
and Nutrition   

BTEC 
Construction and  

The Built Environment 
  

GCSE Computing   
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GCSE Physical Education   

BTEC Sports Studies   

GCSE Citizenship   

GCSE Classical Civilisation   

GCSE Child Development   

GCSE Sociology  

  Subject Choices 

A
R
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GCSE Art & Design   

GCSE Media Studies   

BTEC Music   
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GCSE  Geography   

GCSE RE   

M
F
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GCSE French   

GCSE German   

 Geography 

 

History 

 

SUBJECT CHOICES FORM 2015/16 

Name:  Form:  

  
Tutor Signature 

  

  
Pupil Signature 

  

  
Parent Signature 

  

Citizenship 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Links 

Follow us on Twitter @Shav_English

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE English Literature, GCSE English Language (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

Students learn to formulate and communicate their ideas and opinions, both orally and in writing. Also, 
students to develop their ability to infer and deduce meaning from a range of texts including those writ-
ten prior to the twentieth century. 

 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

English and English Literature can be studied at A level and degree level but it is needed at some level in 
ALL careers and courses – most further education establishments and employers specify an English quali-
fication GCSE pass as a basic requirement. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 
 

 100% examination 
 Spoken Language assessed within the quali-

fication, but accredited separately 
 20% of marks allocated will assess spelling, 

punctuation and grammar 
 Will require the study of whole texts 
 Un-tiered examinations 
 Will be fully linear with summer examina-

tions 
 

 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 

 Challenging, yet rewarding  
 Thought provoking and insightful 
 Beneficial to their future 
 It broadens their understanding of 

the English Language 
 It allows them to explore a plethora 

of texts across a range of different 
periods 

 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

 Period 6 interventions 
 Holiday revision sessions 
 Performances of the set texts 
 Revision packs 
 English Twitter page for regular up-

dates 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

Mathematics GCSE (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

The course will aim to develop core skills in mathematics along with content that will support stu-
dents in other subjects such as Science, Geography and History. In addition to this, students will de-
velop their ability to solve complex problems and develop reasoning.  
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

A Mathematics GCSE will prepare students for A-level Mathematics. In addition to this, it will provide 
them with the skills and knowledge to progress into any Science and Statistics based subjects at fur-
ther education, such as Geography or Psychology.   

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 
 

Examinations will be completed in the summer of 
the final year. This will consist of three examina-
tions. There will be two calculator papers and one 
non-calculator paper.  
 
Throughout the course students will be assessed 
against the success criteria to plan interventions to 
support students 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 

Students describe the course as challeng-
ing, yet highly rewarding.  
 
It requires a high level of resilience and 
determination, but once you get the hang 
of the skills required, it does get easier.  

 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

 Weekly after school revision ses-
sions 

 Half term revision 
 Form time support 
 Free online support 
 

Useful Links 

www.kerboodle.com 

Follow us on Twitter @ShavingtonMaths 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Links: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3 

http://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes 

Follow us on Twitter @ShavingtonSci

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
. 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Combined Science 8464 (AQA). This qualification is worth two GCSEs, both awarded at the same 
grade.  
 

What skills will I develop? 

Using and applying Science knowledge and practical skills and thinking scientifically. 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Science can be studied at A level if a high grade is achieved. Other qualifications may also require a high 
grade in Sciences depending on the course.  

Assessment Information: 
 

What are the course requirements? 

 

Examinations 
 
 Six examinations 
 Each examination is out of 70 
 Each contributes 16.7% to the overall 

grade 
 All papers are 1 hour 15 minutes long 
 Foundation tier (grades 1-5). Higher tier 

(grades 4-9) 
 Questions will be a mix of multiple 

choice, structured, closed short answer 
and open response 

 There will be no be controlled assessments 
 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 

 I enjoy the practical work 
 I like it when we discuss scientific 

issues 
 I find it interesting to learn about 

science in my life 

 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

Weekly support sessions for the Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics topics.  
 
AQA revision guides available. 
 
Personal folder including past papers, 
mark schemes, revision materials and syl-
labus. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Links: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3 

http://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Biology 8461, GCSE Chemistry 8462 and GCSE Physics 8463 (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

Using and applying Science knowledge and practical skills and thinking scientifically. 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Science can be studied at A level if a Grade B is achieved in a particular Science. Other qualifications 
may also require a Grade C in one or two of the Sciences, depending on the course.  

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 

Examinations 
 
 Two examinations for each Science 
 Each examination is out of 100 
 Each contributes 50% to the overall 

grade 
 All papers are 1 hour 45 minutes long 
 Foundation tier (grades 1-5). Higher tier 

(grades 4-9) 
 Questions will be a mix of multiple 

choice, structured, closed short answer 
and open response 

 There will be no controlled assessments 
 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 With the extra Science lessons we 
cover topics in more depth and at a 
faster pace.  

 
 I like the challenge of the work. 
 
 The depth of knowledge will help me 

when I go on to study the Sciences at 
A level. 

 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

Weekly support sessions for Biology, Chem-
istry and Physics. 
  
AQA revision guides available. 
 
Personal folder including past papers, mark 
schemes, revision materials and syllabus. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3
http://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes


Useful Links: 
 

www.coolgeography.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography 

Follow us on Twitter @ShavingtonGeog 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

 

What is the course offered? 

Geography Specification A (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

Using Geography in a wide range of settings, which include Physical and Human Geography. Also the 
development of map skills, interpretation of photographs, GIS, numeracy, literacy and field work.  

 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Geography can be studied at both A-level and degree level. Geography is a popular option at both A-level 
and degree level. It can be used to compliment a variety of other courses both at A-Levels and degree, as 
it has many transferable skills.  

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

Examinations 

 
Two parallel terminal examination papers, each 
out of 88 and each contributing 35% to the over-
all final mark. 
 
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 
and Oaper 2: Challenges in the human Environ-
ment. 

 
Paper 3- Geographical Application, is worth 30% 
and marked out of 76. This involves two separate 
field trips to a human and a physical geography 
location.  

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 

Geography is an interesting and enriching 
subject. Developing geographical knowledge 
is something key in modern day society and 
gives you a chance to succeed. Geography 
offers a range of opportunities for the future. 
It also offers a range of exciting ideas and 
lessons, especially the field trip to Llandudno 
(Lauren Davis Year 10). 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

Regular focused support in class  
GCSE Humanities Night - Thursday 
Regular after school boosters and P6 
as required. 
Specific support for paper 3 (pre-release ma-
terial)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Links: 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history 

www.history.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @ShavingtonHist 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

The new GCSE History course (AQA) will give you the chance to study people, events and sites from a 
range of time periods and topics. This will include at least one topic from the 20th Century, such as the 
Cold War, one topic from earlier British History such as the Norman Conquest or Elizabethan England, 
and some international history, such as Hitler’s Germany or American Race Relations.  
 

What skills will I develop? 

Studying History will help you to develop your investigation, analysis and explanation skills. This will 
include organisation, communication (oral and written), constructing arguments, analysis, adaptability, 
investigation, evaluation, problem solving, initiative, teamwork, numeracy, independent learning, crea-
tive thinking, resilience and much more! 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

History prepares students for further study or work in any career where good research and communica-
tion is essential.  History is a well-respected GCSE and is seen as good preparation for careers such as 
law and the media. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

100% of this course is assessed by final exams. 
 
This will give you the chance to recall information, 
make detailed explanations, and analyse sources 
from the past 
 
You will also describe a specific historical site, and 
how its use has changed over time 
 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 

 Interactive and engaging 
 Great because it challenges what I 

thought had happened and helps me 
to work out the truth 

 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

 GCSE night on Thursdays after 
school 

 Revision sessions before exams 
 Quality marking and feedback 
 Key words and literacy support 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Art & Design (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

Pupils are introduced to a variety of experiences employing a range of media, processes and tech-
niques appropriate to the chosen areas of study. Knowledge and understanding of art, craft and 
design will be developed through research, the development of ideas and making activities work-
ing from first-hand experience and, where appropriate, secondary source materials. 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Art can be studied in a variety of disciplines at A Level, BTEC and degree level 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 AO1: Developing ideas from a starting 
point via mind-mapping, sketches and 
studies related to the work of artists, de-
signers and craftspeople and other sources. 

 AO2: Using resources, media and materials 
and refining ideas. 

 AO3: Recording ideas, observations and 
insights in visual, written and other forms. 

 AO4: Presenting a personal, informed and 
meaningful response, from initial research 
through to the final piece. 

 These are worth up to 20 marks for each. 
Coursework makes up 60% of the overall 
grade and the 10 hour exam is 40% of the 
overall mark. 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 
“Projects are thought provoking and inter-
esting, and they each allow imagination and 
inventiveness…” Megan McGillan 
 
“Obtaining a GCSE in Art shows employers 
alternative skills. It is an enjoyable subject 
that encourages alternative thinking.” Eve 
Stockton 
 
“It just allows you to run with your imagina-
tion and go wild. Something that you don't 
normally do in other subjects.” Jared Holden 
 
“GCSE Art is a subject in which you can ex-
press yourself and explore your inner crea-
tivity!” Angel Parsonage 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

Weekly Art Club 

Useful Links: 

Follow us on Twitter @shavingtonart 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Home Economics: Child Development (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

This course is designed to enable students to study child development from conception to the age 
of 5. It covers 5 sections: parenthood, pregnancy, child diet and health, child development and 
support for the parent and child. You will learn through class discussions, classroom based 
practicals, observations (video or actual), reading topical material from newspapers, carrying 
out research and listening to and asking questions of expectant mothers and health profession-
als. 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

It will be beneficial to those interested in pursuing courses/careers in Health and Social Care,  
Social work, Childcare, Nursing, and Midwifery. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 

 Unit 1 40% External Exam 

 Unit 2 20% Research Task 

The research task is chosen from an AQA range of 
tasks and completed both inside and outside the 
classroom 
 
 Unit 3 40% Child Study 

This will require the observation of a child over a 
period of several months. The child should be un-
der 5 years of age. 
 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 Interesting.  Prepares you for the 
future 

 Challenging, but fun 
 More personalised coursework, 

you have options of questions to 
research for unit 2 and can select a 
child for the child study on unit 3 

 Relevant and real life. If you enjoy 
it, you’ll succeed 

 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

 Regular period 6 sessions to sup-
port controlled assessment and 
prepare for the final examination 

 Graded examples provided in class 
to model A/B/C graded work 

Useful Links: 

@babycentreuk 
@netmums 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/home-economics/gcse/home-economics-child-development-4580/past-papers-and-
mark-schemes 



Useful Links/Twitter: 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3ckjxs 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

 

What is the course offered? 

Students of our Edexcel GCSE in Citizenship Studies will learn about key social concepts such as justice, 
democracy, rights, responsibilities, identities and diversity, contributing to debates on the issues and 
challenges in society today. 

 

What skills will I develop? 

Students of GCSE Citizenship will develop a wide range of 'citizenship' skills, such as decision making, 
evaluation, critical enquiry and collaborative working, these are skills which will be useful to them in 
many other areas of study, as well as in their daily life and their future employment.  The controlled as-
sessment element prompts them to evaluate their own performance and analyse which skills they have 
acquired in the course of their work. 

 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Citizenship contains elements of law, sociology and economics, which may help students choosing these 
subjects. The skills acquired through the study of GCSE Citizenship are transferable to almost any further 
studies. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 
There are four Units of Study: 
 
 Two units are exam based 
 
 Two units are coursework 
 

 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 

 Interesting 
 
 Good to be able to express my own 

opinion on topics 
 
 I am learning about current events 

around the World 
 

What support and regular inter-

vention will be available? 

 

 Teacher support 
 Support from other students 
 P6 sessions 
 Easter revision classes 



 

 

  
 

 

 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Classical Civilisation (OCR) 
Discover the wonders of Ancient Greece and Rome 
 
What skills will I develop? 

Analysis and evaluation of historical and archaeological evidence, learning how to become inde-
pendent learners and critical & reflective thinkers.  Pupils will acquire, through studying a range of 
appropriate sources, knowledge and understanding of aspects of Ancient Greece and Rome. 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Archaeology/History/Law AS/A Levels 
Careers in archaeology, museums, teaching, law  
 

Useful Links/Twitter: 

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-classical-civilisation-j280-j080-from-2012 

Assessment Information: 
 

What are the course requirements? 

 
 A351 – City Life in the Classical World 
 Written Paper 1 hour – 60 marks 
 25% of the qualification 
 
 A352 – Epic and Myth  
 Written Paper 1 hour – 60 marks 
 25% of the qualification 
 
 A353 – Community Life in the Classical 

World 
 Written Paper 1 hour – 60 marks 
 25% of the qualification 
 
 A354 – Culture and Society in the Classical 

World 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

This is an exciting new qualification 
and there will be a taster session coming 
soon. 

 

What support and regular inter-

vention will be available? 

 

 Support through period 6 inter-
vention 

 
 Modelling of exam questions and 

past papers 
 
 Booster/revision sessions 
 

 



Useful Links/Twitter: 

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

What is the course offered? 

OCR Computing (J276) – eBacc recognised 
 

What skills will I develop? 

The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works giving an 
insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming.  The course will devel-
op critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer programming, 
which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life. 
 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

A Level Computing.   
 
Any study or work in areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are applied to technical prob-
lems.  These areas include software development, engineering, financial and resource management, sci-
ence and medicine. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

Component 01 – Computer Systems 
 
The first component is an exam focused on com-
puter systems covering the physical elements of 
computer science and the associated theory. 
 
Component 02 – Computational Thinking,  
Algorithms and Programming  
 
This component is focused on the core theory of 
computer science and the application of comput-
er science principles. 
 
Component 02 – Programming Project 
(non-exam assessment) 
 
This component is the non-exam assessment 
where candidates will be challenged by a range 
of exciting and engaging tasks to apply the 
knowledge and skills they have learned. 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 

 The course is interesting and you 

learn how to create different types 

of software. 

 The course is challenging but en-

joyable. 

 I like the design elements of the 

course. 

 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

 Catch up sessions as needed  
 Weekly theory lessons  



Useful Links: 

www.qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/construction-and-the-built-environment-
2013-nqf.html 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

 

What is the course offered? 

Edexcel Level 2 BTEC Construction and the Built Environment - Award  

 
What skills will I develop? 

This course will prepare you for virtually any career in the construction sector. Maths and Science 
play a vital role in some of the units which develop skills that are vital for the industry. The course 
also requires that you study one specialist unit for example Brickwork and Blockwork/ Carpentry 
and Joinery. 

 
What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

This qualification will enable you to enrol on related courses at college at Level 3, saving you time if 
it is a practical, construction based career you wish to pursue.  

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 

Four units of work: 
 
 Unit 1 Construction Technology, an 

externally assessed exam 
 Unit 2 Construction and Design, a 

core unit that is internally assessed 
 Unit 3 Scientific and Mathematical 

applications for Construction, inter-
nally assessed 

 Unit 4 – A specialist unit, for example 
Brickwork and Blockwork 

 
All units are assessed at Level 2 Pass, Merit 
or Distinction.  
 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 

 Hard work - the course covers spe-
cialised topics throughout  

 Fun when bricklaying - we like the 
practical ways we revise subject con-
tent ready for our exam  

 Not much practical - only one unit of 
work is based upon practical skills the 
others focus on the mathematical, sci-
entific and architectural aspects of the 
industry    

 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 
 

 Catch up sessions as needed  
 Weekly theory lessons  



Useful Links: 
 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/engineering/gcse/engineering-4850 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Engineering (AQA) 

 

What skills will I develop? 

Understanding processes and materials related to modern and traditional Engineering. 

 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

GCSE Engineering is a good foundation for further vocational and academic study. It allows students to 
think logically and work independently using skills they have acquired. Many students like to look for 
apprenticeships following the course.  

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 
Unit 1: External Assessment  
 
Written Paper – 1 hour – 75 marks – 40%  
 
Unit 1 consists of two sections, a Product Study 
section (based on information made available in a 
Preparation Sheet) and a section on Manufactur-
ing and Materials.  
 
Unit 2: Internal Assessment   
 
Controlled Assessment – approximately 45 hours – 
90 marks – 60%  
 
The controlled assessment project consists of 2 
parts. A design section where students will have to 
analyse a problem and design a solution. Followed 
by a second section where students will have to 
manufacture a product to a given tolerance.  
 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 

 

Great practical sessions – we get to make 
our own tools. 
 
Building skills and knowledge – we feel 
like we are developing for our future ca-
reer.  
 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

 Catch up sessions as needed  
 Weekly theory lessons  
 



Useful Links: 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food-preparation-and-nutrition 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Home Economics – Food preparation and Nutrition (AQA) 

 
What skills will I develop? 

Develop skills and knowledge relating to food preparation and nutrition .  Gain a working knowledge of 
food, nutrition and health, food science, food safety, food choice and food provenance.  

 
What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition can lead to careers and further studying in Hospitality and Catering, 
Food Hygiene and apprenticeships, as well as careers from a nutrition aspect.  

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course require-

ments? 

Written Exam: 1 hour, 45 minutes, 100 marks, 
50% of the GCSE 

Questions:  Multiple choice questions (20 
marks).  Five questions each with a number of 
sub questions (80 marks) 

Task 1: Written or electronic report (1500-
2000 words) including photographic evidence 
of the practical investigation. 

Task 2: Written or electronic portfolio includ-
ing photographic evidence.  Photographic evi-

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 

This is a new qualification for delivery 
from September 2016. 
 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

 

 Catch up sessions as needed  
 Weekly theory lessons  
 
 



Useful Links/Twitter: 
 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE French (AQA) 

 

What skills will I develop? 

GCSE French helps students develop their language skills in a variety of contexts and a broad under-

standing of the culture of countries and communities where French is spoken. It encourages enjoy-

ment of language learning and the recognition that language skills enable students to take their place in 

a multi-lingual global society. Students will gain spoken confidence and develop their literacy skills. 

 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

French can be studied at A level and beyond. Anyone with an ability in a Foreign Language is highly em-

ployable, languages graduates have an extremely high rate of employment straight from university. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 
 

 
Unit 1: Listening  
Assessed by written exam: 35 minutes 
(Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)  
25% of GCSE 
 
Unit 2: Speaking 
Non-exam assessment including role play and 
conversation disciplines 
7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation 
time  
10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 
25% of GCSE 
 
Unit 3: Reading 
Assessed by written exam with questions in both 
languages: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 
(Higher Tier)  
25% of GCSE 
 
Unit 4: Writing 
Assessed by written exam: 1 hour (Foundation 
Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 
25% of GCSE 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 
 

The French course suits me because, despite 
writing being my strength, it has developed 
my confidence in speaking. it focusses on 
different skills. 
 
Learning a language is challenging but re-
warding. I have also been told by colleges 
that they like students who have studied 
them. 
 
I like French because I enjoy the amount of 
group work we do. 
 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 
 
Home learning, lunch and weekly after 
school sessions, including skills specific revi-



What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

Be one of the first to study this new and exciting GCSE German course. The content is designed to be 

relevant to your life and experiences.  We cover topics such as: technology, culture, travel and tourism 

alongside festivals and customs to gain a deep understanding of German life, citizens and culture.  Top-

ics are taught through various technologies and formats, such as video clips, electronic recordings, as 

well as group and pair work, which will develop skills for life alongside the command of the German 

language. 
 

What skills will I develop? 

You will develop transferable skills, such as a variety of communication strategies (listening, speaking, 

reading and writing).  You will develop self-confidence by expressing yourself through a variety of me-

dia and grow the ability to argue an opinion or point of view, as well as develop an understanding of 

rules and patterns, which also develop your understanding of the English language. 
 

What can it lead onto in Post 16? 

The sky is the limit! It can lead to A-Level study, as a language is seen as an enabling subject by the top 

Universities in the Russell Group. It can also lead to a career in Business, Law, Economics, Science, 

Teaching. The list is truly endless! 

Assessment Information: 
 

25%: Listening examination 

25%: Speaking task: non-exam format

(completed with your teacher) 

25%: Reading examination 

25%: Writing examination 

 

How do the students studying the 

course describe it? 
 

 Useful, enjoyable and it helped me to get 

in to college 

 It helped me to develop skills, such as 

speaking and presenting to others, which I 

will use in my future job 

 It is unlike any other subject, as you work 
on many skills such as listening and read-
ing, which make you think more about 
your personal point of view 

 

What support and regular inter-

vention will be available? 
 

Lunchtime/after-school sessions, home learning 
support and a German language group. 

Useful Links: 
 



Useful Links: 
www.mediaknowall.com/gcse/gcse.php 

 

Follow us on Twitter @ShavingtonMedia 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered?  
GCSE Media Studies (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop?  
 

It is practical, creative, involves group work, problem solving and analysis of a range of texts. You will 
use computer skills to plan and communicate your work. Media Studies helps to promote independ-
ence and will allow you to practice time management and working to deadlines; these are crucial skills 
in further education. Additionally, you will need to demonstrate your skills of analysis, communication, 
research, and collaboration. It’s an excellent way to develop the skills required for English Language 
and Literature GCSEs, too! 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16?  
 

A Level Media Studies 
A Level Film Studies 
Degree in Media/Film/Journalism 
A career in the exciting and innovative entertainment and media industries: advertisement, jour-
nalism, TV/ radio, film, music. 

Assessment Information: 
 

What are the course requirements? 

Examination: 40% 
There is one exam of 1 hour 30 minutes, which 
is sat at the end of Year 11. This is worth 40% 
of the course. The topic for the exam changes 
every year, and pre-release material is distrib-
uted to help pupils to prepare for their exami-
nation. 
 

2016 Science Fiction Films 

2017 Television Game Shows 

2018 Television Serial Dramas 
 
Internal Assessment:  60% 
The controlled assessment element is three pro-
jects worth 60%. These include practical tasks 
like making magazines, music promotion, de-
signing advertisements and producing movie 
trailers.  

How do the students studying the 

course describe it? 
Media is fun and creative; you get to express 
yourself with analysis and design! Caitlin Bar-
ber 
 
Media is exciting and fun. My favourite part is 
getting an insight into how the media industry 
works. Blake Lomas 
 
My favourite bit of Media is the practical side. 
I enjoy designing new products! Jake Taylor 

 

What support and regular inter-

vention will be available? 
 

One half term introductory module to embed 
key skills and terminology. 
 
Modelled examples of work at different grades 
Access to computers and software on a weekly 
basis after school. 



Useful Links: 

www.edexcel.com 

jclark@shavington.academy 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

What is the course offered? 

Edexcel BTEC 1st Level 2 First Award in Music (NQF) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

Pupils will be given the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of, and develop skills 
in, the music industry, e.g. the live sound industry, solo or group professional performance, or music 
promotion and publishing. Pupils will learn composing techniques develop performance skills and work 
as part of a team to produce a music product, eg. a live CD or organise a live music concert. 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Supports progression to a more specialised level 3 vocational or academic music course or an appren-
ticeship e.g. BTEC Extended Diploma in Music Level 3, BTEC Extended Diploma in Music Technology 
Level 3. Gives students the potential opportunity to enter employment within a wide range of job roles 
across the music industry.  
 

Future Career Options 
Community Arts Worker, Composer of gaming, TV and Radio, Designer in sound or lighting, Music Pro-
ducer, Musician, Music teacher, Performing Arts Marketing, Sound and lighting operator and Stage 
Manager. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

Examination: 25% (The Music Industry) 
This unit is assessed externally using a paper-
based exam marked by Edexcel. The external as-
sessment will be 1 hour. Pupils will undertake re-
search work based on The Music Industry and 
undertake mock exam prior to the actual exam. 
Pupils will learn how various music companies, 
organisations and job roles form part of The Mu-
sic Industry.  
 
Internal Assessment: 75% 
Pupils will complete a core unit ‘Managing a Mu-
sic Product’ & two specialist units ‘Introducing 
Music Composition’ & ‘Introducing Music Perfor-
mance’. Each unit of coursework consists of as-
signments which will be internally marked and 
verified. It is important pupils’ complete assign-
ments to given deadline dates. Pupils will be ex-
pected to undertake research assignments. 

How do the students studying the 

course describe it? 

 Really interesting subject and have 
learnt all about the Music Industry 

 Great course, I gained so much con-
fidence since I have taken it! 

 Music is a great subject if you like 
working as part of a team 

 Music is an interesting subject that 
allows you to express your musical 
passion and talents, work inde-
pendently whilst gaining support 
when needed 

 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 

Pupils will receive one to one help & sup-
port from Mr Clark in lesson time. Music 
class sizes range from 8-12 pupils, which 
allows individualised support as required.  
 
Pupils will be required to attend a revision 
session one day after school each week.  

 



What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 
What is the course offered? 

GCSE Physical Education (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

In practical lessons you will have the opportunity to improve your skills in a range of sports, 
learning how to be the role of both coach and official. In theory, you will learn about topics 
ranging from the body and issues in sport.  
 
 

What can it lead onto in Post 16? 

Physical Education can be studied at A level and degree level. Physical Education can help lead to 
careers in coaching, sports science and leisure and fitness. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 
Unit 3 (48903): Knowledge and Understanding 
for the Active Participant 
 
Written Paper - 1 hour 30 mins 80 marks – 
40% of the overall marks 
 
Scenario issued to centres in advance of the ex-
amination 
 
 
Unit 4 (48904): The Active Participant 
Controlled Assessment - 90 marks - 60% of the 
overall marks. 
 
Four assessments from at least 2 groups / ways 
of thinking: at least 2 as player/performer  

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 

The pupils enjoy learning how the theo-
ry topics link to the practical sports and 
being able to develop their skill level 
through competition.  
 
 

What support and regular in-

tervention will be available? 
 

 GCSE practical night for pupils to 
refine their skill level 

 

 GCSE theory catch up  

 
 

Useful Links: 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Links: 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse 

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 

GCSE Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 

Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling 
them to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues. 
 
Students will learn how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture, and develop val-
uable skills of analysis, critical evaluation and reasoned argument that will help prepare them for fur-
ther study. 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 

Religious Studies is recognised as a full GCSE and offers the same value as any other academic GCSE 
in applying to both College and University.  It is also an increasingly important qualification for a va-
riety of careers, especially where working and dealing with other people is highly valued.  

Assessment information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

 

Two written exam papers at the end of 
Year 11 
 
 Each paper takes 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
 Each paper has 96 marks (plus 5 

marks for Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar (SPaG)) 

 
 Each paper is worth 50% of the total 

mark 

How do the students studying the 

course describe it? 

 

 It gives me the opportunity to hear a 
range of different points of view and 
think about my own opinion 

 
 We get to discuss important issues and 

express our opinions 
 
 One of my favourite lessons: challeng-

ing but worth it because I’m getting 
good results 

 

What support and regular interven-

tion will be available? 

 

 Study guides provided covering all the 
key information 

 
 After school Period 6 and Master Clas-



Useful Links: 
 

AQA: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology 

BBC Bitesize: www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbbw2hv  

What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 

 

What is the course offered? 
 

GCSE Sociology (AQA) 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 

Critical analysis and evaluation 
Questioning and challenging evidence 
Making reasoned judgements and arguments using evidence 
Organising knowledge in creative ways 
 

What can it lead on to in Post 16? 
 

A range of courses can be accessed through studying sociology. It can lead to A/AS Level Sociology; His-
tory; Psychology. It is particularly useful for careers in business, teaching and research. 
 

Assessment Information: 
 

What are the course requirements? 

 
 
Two written exam papers at the end of Year 
11: 
 
Unit 1 – Studying Society; Education; Families 
 
Unit 2 – Crime and Deviance; Mass Media; 
Power; Social Inequality 
 
 
Each exam is 1 hour 30 minutes 

 

 

How do the students studying the 

course describe it? 

 
This is a new course for 2016. 
 

Sociology is a study of social behaviour, so 
choosing it as one of your options will help 
you to gain insight into people and society and 
how they change. 
 
 

It explores how society can influence us and 
shape our lives and modern day examples are 
used throughout the course. 
 
 

Sociology is thought provoking and encour-
ages you to think carefully about your views, 
prejudices and assumptions. 
 
 

What support and regular interven-

tion will be available? 
 

 Period 6 study 
 Drop in clinics 
 Holiday Revision  



What is it I will be studying and where can it take me? 
 

What is the course offered? 
 

BTEC Sports Studies (Pearson) 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 

In practical lessons I will have the opportunity to improve my skills in a range of sports, learning how to 
be the role of the coach and official. In theory I will learn how to analyse sporting performance and be 
able to take on different roles.  

 

What can it lead onto in Post 16? 
 

Physical Education can help lead to Careers in coaching, sports science and leisure and fitness. 

Assessment Information: 
 
What are the course requirements? 

To complete four units (25% for each unit) 
 
Two mandatory units: Fitness and Practical units 
Two optional units from a range of topics 
Onscreen test with: 
 
 Multiple choice 
 Short answers 
 Matching exercise 
 
Questions structured to allow learners to demon-
strate the knowledge gained in the unit, and to 
provide opportunity for high achieving students 
to develop distinction–level answers. These will 
include appropriate use of video animation.  This 
testing method offers an interactive, engaging 
way for learners to demonstrate their under-
standing of the units in a fully synoptic way. 

 

How do the students studying 

the course describe it? 
 

Pupils enjoy learning about the differ-
ent sports and how to improve. 
 

 

 

What support and regular 

intervention will be availa-

ble? 
 

 BTEC practical night: for pupils to 
refine their skill level 

 
 BTEC theory catch up  
 

Useful Links: 

Www.qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-2012-nqf.html 


