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Dear Year 9 pupils and parents/carers, 

 

This booklet is designed to support you in your choice of course to study in Year 9. You will find 

information here about: 

• how courses are assessed 

• the courses, and the post 16 courses they could lead to 

• the examination specifications we have chosen to follow at Shavington 

• the skills and topic areas of the courses we are teaching 

 

All of this information is designed to help you to make your initial choices; to support you further, 

you have the opportunity to have an individual conversation with a member of staff where you 

can ask questions, and they can guide you in making choices that suit your interests and goals.  

As a pupil of Shavington Academy, you are entitled to a broad and balanced curriculum that in 

Year 10 and Year 11 encompasses: 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Mathematics 

• Science Trilogy (Double award) or Triple Science 

• Philosophy & Ethics 

 

Curriculum time will be allocated to support you in all of these subjects. Studying this balanced 

curriculum means that you are free to choose three additional subjects to develop your talents, 

whether they are technical, analytical, creative or humanitarian.  

The only guidance given is that one of your three choices you have made must be from: Ancient 

History, History, Geography, Computer Science, French or German.  

This is a very important and exciting time in your education – it is the opportunity to exercise a 

choice in what you will study, an opportunity to specialise in a subject you know you enjoy, or 

perhaps a chance to begin a new subject. Whatever you choose, we expect you to give your full 

commitment, and to persevere even when the subject is difficult or requires independent study.  

I wish you every success, 

 

Mr S Donald 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we study? 

GCSE Ancient History 
‘A romp through the most exciting parts of Roman and Greek history, focusing 
on the key individuals and events that helped shape the ancient world’ OCR 

If you like great characters (Cleopatra, Alexander the Great or Xerxes), fantastic 

battles (Thermopylae, Granicus or Actium), political intrigue or triumphs and 

disasters then this is the course for you. 

Simply put, Ancient History is very much the same as History but further in the past. 

In Ancient History you will be going all the way back as far back as 500 BC (~1,500 

years before the Battle of Hastings!). The skills are the same as they are in History – 

essay writing and source analysis – but think about Ancient History as a chance to 

learn about something completely new (or really old, depending on which way you 

look at it!). 

Persia: Follow the rise of the Persian Empire. 

Study how Cyrus founded the empire, Cambyses 

expanded and its relationship with the Greek 

world under Darius I and Xerxes I. 

Cleopatra: Study the life of one of histories 

most famous characters, Cleopatra VII of Egypt. 

We will look at her relationships with Julius 

Caesar and Mark Anthony, the influence she 

had over them and how she almost managed to 

build the most powerful empire in the world at 

the time. 

Alexander the Great: Study who Alexander 

was, his family, childhood and relationships 

as well as how at the age of just 19, 

Alexander was able to conquer the entirety 

of the known world before his untimely death 

at the age of 27. 

Foundations of Rome: Follow the 

development of Rome from its foundation by 

Romulus and Remus, through the lives of the 

six kings that followed, the turbulent conflict 

of the orders and ending with the securing of 

the republic. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Exams 
Two 90 minute exams consisting: 

Short answer (1 & 2 mark) knowledge questions 

6 marker ‘outline the story of…’ questions 

10 & 15 mark short essay questions based on an 
ancient author (e.g. Herodotus, Livy etc.) 

16 & 20 mark essay questions using what you’ve 
learnt to make an argument 

What skills will I develop? 
Studying Ancient History will help you to develop skills of: 

• investigation 

• analysis 

• explanation 

• organisation 

• communication (oral and written) 

• constructing arguments 

• evaluation 

• problem solving 

• initiative 

• teamwork 

• independent learning 

• resilience 

• and many more! 

What pupils and 
parents have said 

 

Willem has learned which 

information to trust, how to 

articulate arguments and has 

enjoyed learning about 

different cultures and rulers. 

“It’s just like 

normal history 

but absolutely 

mad.” – Lucy 

“It’s really interesting 

because it’s the myths and 

stories of people you’d 

never really hear about 

otherwise.” – Leo 

“I enjoy Ancient History 

because of the variety 

it offers. No other 

subject teaches you so 

much in such an 

interesting way.” – 

George “It isn’t just history, it’s trips and 

about myths and people who aren’t 

that different from us.” – Katie 

Where can I go 
after this? 

A-Levels 

Archaeology 

Law 

History 

Classics 

Journalism 

Politics 

English 

Uni 

Work 

Journalist 

Lawyer 

Civil Servant 

Author 

Politician 

Diplomat 

Police Detective 

Archaeologist 

Classical 

Civilisation 

Ancient 

History 

Modern 

History 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Computer Scientist to 
Shavington Academy.  
 
This qualification will build on the knowledge, 
understanding and skills established through the 
Computer Science elements of the Key Stage 3 
programme of study. The course is designed to 
not only provide a solid basis of understanding 
but to engage you and get you thinking about real 
world application of Computer Science. 

 

Why Choose Computer Science 

➢ A GSCE that prepares you for employment in most industries 

➢ Will allow you to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, 

logically and critically  

➢ Understand how computers work and components that make up a 

computer system 

➢ You will be able to program a computer 

➢ Consider the impacts of digital technology as an individual and 

the wider society 

➢  

➢ Computer Systems including: 

o Central Processing Unit 

o Memory and Storage 

o Data Representation 

o Wired and Wireless 

Networks 

o System Security and 

Software 

o Ethical, Legal, Cultural 

and the Environment  

 

 

➢ Computational thinking, algorithms 

and programming 

o Computational Thinking 

o Algorithms 

o Programming Techniques 

o Producing Robust Programs 

o Computational Logic and 

Transistors 

 

Key Content 

Assessment Overview 

 

GCSE  
Computer 

Science 
 



 

 

                                                                                          

 

AQA GCSE FRENCH (8658) 
Dear linguist, 

This is a well-respected, academic course that incorporates practical elements of language learning. These range from 

coping with conversational French to translations, understanding written passages. As a specialist, you will be able to listen, speak, 

read and write in French. You will have a sound understanding of the grammar, as well as a wide range of vocabulary which will 

allow you to communicate in French. This is a challenging, yet highly rewarding subject which is highly sought by employers. The 

topics that you will study include: social media, mobile technology, free-time, me, friends and family and current and future study 

and employment. You will therefore learn in depth not only about the language, but also about the culture of France and other 

French speaking countries. You will have an understanding of social issues which affect young people but also the wider community 

(for example the environment, homelessness, healthy living). You will also have access to a broad range of resources such as 

Kerboodle (which provide the electronic version of the course textbook as well as interactive activities tailored for the course), CGP 

revision guide, GCSE bitesize, Duolingo app, Memrise app, Quizlet app. 

By the end of the course, you will be prepared to further your education in French and study A Level, or apply for colleges, 

university and jobs with the knowledge and expertise you will have gained from the course. We will be offering some taster 

sessions so you can have a first-hand experience and make an educated decision when you opt. 

 

What skills will I develop? 
GCSE French will help you to develop your language skills in a variety of contexts and a broad understanding of the culture of 

countries and communities where French is spoken. You will become a specialist in the subject. It encourages your enjoyment of 

language learning and the recognition that language skills enable you to take your place in a multi-lingual global society. You will 

gain spoken confidence and develop your literacy skills thanks to regular assessment and constructive feedback which will 

thoroughly prepare you for your exam. 

Assessment Information: 
Examination:  75% each component worth 25% 
Unit 1: Listening  
It's assessed by written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)  
Unit 2: Speaking - Conducted by class teacher 
Non-exam assessment including role play and conversation disciplines 
7 - 9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time  
10 - 12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 
Unit 3: Reading 
It’s assessed by written exam with questions in both languages: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)  
Unit 4: Writing 
It’s assessed by written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 

Why study French and post 16 pathways… 
As a French specialist, you will be part of the 300 million people community who can speak the only language (other than English) 

that is spoken on 5 continents and is classed as a “Global Language”. It is also the international language of business (alongside 

English) and is used as a common language by The UN, NATO, the EU, UNESCO and many more. Therefore, your career 

opportunities will be endless. 
 

College: 
French can be studied at A level and beyond. As a language specialist, you can choose to further your education in French, or 

choose to study another language. Some students choose to do another language at GCSE alongside their A level studies, whereas 

others who carried on at A level either study it at university or do a booster course in a rarer language at university. As a common 

language, French will have taught you the necessary skills needed to pick up other rarer languages, such as Russian, Arabic or 

Chinese for example.  

Occupations:  
Whilst people usually think of Translating, Teaching and Interpreting, language graduates have an extremely high rate of 

employment straight from university. Any international company needs linguists. Areas include Travel/Tourism, Law, Politics, 

Engineering, gaming and many more. 

GCSE French 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Geographer,  

Welcome to GCSE Geography at Shavington Academy. We are pleased to hear that 

you are considering taking GCSE Geography as one of your options and hope we can 

provide further insight into what is provided for you and expected of you if you were 

to choose to work with us. 

We are very proud of our recent results in Geography, having achieved a good 

percentage of 9-4 grades in previous years. Our success is down to pupils just like 

you who are passionate about Geography and work hard to achieve the best grades 

possible. 

If you choose to study with us you will be taught by experienced staff and work 

through well-resourced and up to date lessons which build both geographical 

knowledge and skills seamlessly. You will be provided with homework tasks and 

revision support to help you secure and develop your understanding further. 

If there are any further questions you have please do not hesitate to come and talk 

to us. We are looking forward to welcoming you into the 2022 GCSE cohort.  

Warm Regards,  

Mrs Hammond, Miss McGregor and Mr Moulton 

 

 

Edexcel B GCSE Geography 

Our GCSE Geography course offers an issues-based approach with specification 
content organised by UK and global geography. It also includes a decision-
making paper, which allows students to investigate people-environment issues 
on a global scale. 

 

What skills will I develop? 

• Intellectual skills, such as critically evaluating theories and judging evidence in 
order to make informed decisions and to develop reasoned arguments  

• Research skills, such as using a range of technical methods for the collection 
and analysis of spatial and environmental data, and undertaking fieldwork  

• Transferable skills, such as teamwork, problem solving, IT skills, communication 
skills (presentation, writing, debating) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Assessment Information: 
Component 1: Global Geographical Issues 

Written Examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

Component 2: UK Geographical Issues  

Written Examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

Component 3: People and Environment Issues - Making Geographical Decisions 

Written Examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

 

All papers contain questions between 1 and 16 marks, a mixture of identify, describe, 

explain, assess, evaluate and select/justify questions. You will be expected to be able to 

answer extended writing questions on all topics covered. 

 

Why Choose Geography? 

• 2 Fieldwork Trips - Birmingham and Crowden Little Brook 

• Relevant subject matter 

• Wide range of transferable skills 

• Variety of post 16 paths and career opportunities 
 
Student Feedback 
 

 

“GCSE Geography is so interesting, we 

use modern case studies and real life 

examples to underpin our learning of 

concepts. All the topics are relevant to 

today’s ever changing world and I have 

learnt a wide variety of skills that I can 

take with me to college and beyond.” 
 

Adam, Year 11 (2022) 

 

 

“I am really proud of my grade 

7 in Geography. The subject 

has so many different areas it 

felt like it never got boring. 

The staff in Geography are 

really helpful and will go above 

and beyond to support you to 

get your best grade possible.” 
 

Chloe, Year 11 (2021) 

 

 

“I am enjoying studying GCSE Geography at Shavington. We are expected to 

work hard in lessons, but I am seeing that paying off as I improve with 

each assessment that I complete. My confidence has grown within the 

subject and I am really glad that I chose it as an option.” 

Tom, Year 10 (2022) 



 

 

 

AQA GCSE GERMAN (8668) 
Dear linguist, 

This is a well-respected, academic course that incorporates practical elements of language learning. These range from 

coping with conversational German to translations, understanding written passages. As a specialist, you will be able to listen, speak, 

read and write in German. You will have a sound understanding of the grammar, as well as a wide range of vocabulary which will 

allow you to communicate in German. This is a challenging, yet highly rewarding subject which is highly sought by employers. The 

topics that you will study include: social media, mobile technology, free-time, me, friends and family and current and future study 

and employment. You will therefore learn in depth not only about the language, but also about the culture of Germany and other 

German speaking countries. You will have an understanding of social issues which affect young people but also the wider 

community (for example the environment, homelessness, healthy living). You will also have access to a broad range of resources 

such as Kerboodle (which provide the electronic version of the course textbook as well as interactive activities tailored for the 

course), CGP revision guide, GCSE bitesize, Duolingo app, Memrise app, Quizlet app. 

By the end of the course, you will be prepared to further your education in German and study A Level, or apply for colleges, 

university and jobs with the knowledge and expertise you will have gained from the course. We will be offering some taster 

sessions so you can have a first-hand experience and make an educated decision when you opt. 

 

What skills will I develop? 
GCSE German will help you to develop your language skills in a variety of contexts and a broad understanding of the culture of 

countries and communities where German is spoken. You will become a specialist in the subject. It encourages your enjoyment of 

language learning and the recognition that language skills enable you to take your place in a multi-lingual global society. You will 

gain spoken confidence and develop your literacy skills thanks to regular assessment and constructive feedback which will 

thoroughly prepare you for your exam. 

Assessment Information: 
 

Examination: 75% each component worth 25% 
Unit 1: Listening  
It's assessed by written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)  
Unit 2: Speaking - Conducted by class teacher 
Non-exam assessment including role play and conversation disciplines 
7 - 9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time  
10 - 12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 
Unit 3: Reading 
It’s assessed by written exam with questions in both languages: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)  
Unit 4: Writing 
It’s assessed by written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 

 

Why study German and post 16 pathways… 
As a German specialist, you will be able to join the wide German speaking community as is the most widely spoken language in 

Europe. Furthermore, you will widen your career opportunities as Bentley, a large local employer, is owned by a German company. 

Finally, Germany is the number 1 export nation in Europe and has the world’s 3rd strongest economy. You will earn more money 

with German as a foreign language than any other common language. 

College: 
German can be studied at A level and beyond. As a language specialist, you can choose to further your education in German, or 

choose to study another language. Some students choose to do another language at GCSE alongside their A level studies, whereas 

others who carried on at A level either study it at university or do a booster course in a rarer language at university. As a common 

language, German will have taught you the necessary skills needed to pick up other rarer languages, such as Russian, Arabic or 

Chinese for example.  

Occupations:  
Whilst people usually think of Translating, Teaching and Interpreting, language graduates have an extremely high rate of 

employment straight from university. Any international company needs linguists. Areas include Travel/Tourism, Law, Politics, 

Engineering, gaming and many more. 

 

GCSE German 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Citizenship 
 

What does the 

queen do? 

 

How should the 

government spend its 

money? 

 

Should media be 

censored? 

 

Should the UK stop 

immigration? 

 

Should 16 year olds 

get the vote?  

What are my 

Human Rights? 
 

How are laws made 

in the UK? 

 

What can I do to contribute to 

society? 

 

How can I make a change? 

 

Should prisoners have 

the right to vote? 

 

How does a judge decide 

sentencing? 

 

Why do Scotland, 

Northern Ireland and Wales 

have their own 

governments? 

What will I learn? 

Citizenship is taught in five themes  

Year 10: 

Theme A: Living together in the UK 

Migration, British Identity, Human 

Rights 

Theme B: Democracy at work in the 

UK 

Voting, Parliament, Devolution, 

Government Spending 

Theme C: Law and Justice 

Criminal Courts, Sentencing, Crime 

Rates, Youth Justice  

Year 11: 

Theme E: Taking Citizenship Action 

Carrying out research, planning and 

taking a team action relating to a 

topic studied  

Theme D: Power and Influence  

Role of citizens and media, Britain’s 

influence in the world, organisations 

such as UN, NATO & WHO 

 

What skills will I develop? 

Decision Making, Evaluation, 

Critical Enquiry, Organisation, 

Collaborative Working, Debating 

These are skills which will be 

useful to you in many other areas 

of study as well as in your daily life 

and future employment. 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Examination (Summer of Year 

11) 

2 x 1 hour 45 minute  

A mixture of multiple choice, 

short-answer and essay answers 

Exam questions will expect you to: 

-Recall knowledge 

-Analyse different viewpoints on 

current issues and explain which 

arguments you think are stronger 

-Write about your Citizenship 

Action Project and evaluate how 

well it worked 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Citizenship 
 

What careers can Citizenship lead to? 

Law and Justice: Lawyer, Police, Working with Young Offenders 

Democracy and Government: Political Parties, Local Councils, Civil 

Servant 

Public Sector: Social Worker, Teacher 

Media: Journalist, Digital Content Creator, Roles in International 

Organisations  

 

“Citizenship is my favourite subject as it gets everyone involved. I 

especially love how everyone's opinions are heard and debated and 

you are able to get your point of view out to the class. This subject 

has allowed me to understand the country I live in; I feel prepared 

for the real world.” 

 Sophie, Year 10 

“Citizenship is an interesting and fascinating subject; it opens you 

up to a whole new aspect of being a citizen and what actually 

happens behind closed doors!” 

Georgia, Year 10 

 

“When we first heard about the Citizenship GCSE, we weren’t 100% 

sure what it was. Our daughter had expressed an interest in taking 

it as an option, so we looked into it in more detail. We realised 

that it could provide her with a really good foundation for life 

beyond school…something that was definitely lacking when I was at 

school. 

Our daughter really enjoys the lessons, she finds them really 

interesting and easy to engage with. She explained to me that she 

likes how she can apply what she learns to her own life and what’s 

happening in the world. She often chats about what she’s being 

taught in lessons (often teaching me a thing or two!) and I can 

really see the value in what she’s learning while she’s studying this 

subject.” 

Student Comments 

Parent Comment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear actor, designer and critic! 

 

  Welcome to Drama. Here at Shavington Academy, our Drama 

course is broken down into three different units. 

 

Firstly, ‘Devising Theatre’ where you will participate in the creation, 

development and performance of a piece of devised theatre based on a 

theatre practitioner and stimulus. 

 

Secondly, you have the chance to perform from a script where you will 

participate in a performance, based on two texts. You will be assessed 

on either acting or design. 

 

Thirdly, is the exam unit ‘Interpreting Theatre’- a written exam of 1 

hour 30 minutes. In section A you will be required to answer a series 

of questions based on a set text, explored as an actor, designer or 

director with section B being a theatre review, based on a production 

you have watched. 

 

“I chose Drama as it gives me a 

platform to be truly creative. This year I 

have developed a performance, studied 

lighting, costume and set.” 
Y10 GCSE Drama Student  

“I look forward to Drama each week, as it is totally 

different to my other subjects. I have learnt to work in 

groups, managing different people’s ideas.” 

Y10 GCSE Drama Student  

 

Edquas (WJEC) Drama GCSE 

This course is a mixture of practical work, coursework and exam work 

- Devising theatre 
- Exploring and performing set texts 
- Live Theatre Review  

What skills will I develop? 
Research, investigation, observation and evaluation are key elements 
of the course. 
 

You will learn to contribute as an individual to a theatrical 
performance. 

You will work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate 
ideas.  

You will become reflective practitioners, exploring performance texts, 
costumes, lighting and set, while also understanding their social, 
cultural and historical context. 

 

 

 

 

Post 16 Pathways… 
 

College: 

A Level in Drama 

A Level in Performing 

Arts 

 

Occupations:  

Actor 

Dancer  

Drama/music therapist 

Theatre director  

Lighting and set designer  

Teacher  

Arts administrator 

And many more! 

 

 



 



 

 

 

- 

Dear film critics and screenwriters, 

Our brand new GCSE Film Studies course is perfect for those of you who 

are eager to delve into the exciting and complex world of filmmaking.  

Don’t be fooled into thinking that this is an ‘easy’ GCSE. Film Studies 

is an enjoyable and worthwhile subject to study, but expect to be 

constantly challenged and excited by the course. Not only will it change 

the way you watch film, but more importantly it will challenge you to 

think in new ways and question or change your perspective on a whole host 

of issues, for example, representation of race or gender. 

Studying film allows you to understand important issues and developments 

within history, society and culture, using film as the medium with which 

to gain a greater insight into these areas. For these reasons, it’s a 

great course to enhance and develop the skills you will use in your GCSE 

English qualifications! 

 

 

 

You’ll learn about: 

• US Film 1930 - 1960  

• US Film 1961 - 1990   

• US Independent film  

• Global Film Contemporary 

• UK Film  

• Film Technology   

• Narrative & Genre  

• Representation  

• Film Style  

• Film Criticism  

• Key elements of film form 

 

You’ll be assessed via: 

• two 90-minute exams each 

worth 35% of the 

qualification 

• one piece of NEA worth 30% 

- writing and evaluating 

your own script 

You’ll develop skills in:  

• Creative thinking 

• Critical thinking 

• Emotional intelligence 

• Textual analysis 

• Communication 

• Research skills 

• Literacy 

 

You’ll be taught via: 

• group work 

• independent tasks and 

research 

• modelling 

 

Your exam board will be: 

• Eduqas 

 

 

Your post 16/career options 

include: 

• A-Level/degree in Film Studies 

• Broadcast presenter 

• Film director 

• Programme researcher, 

broadcasting/film/video 

• Television camera operator 

• Television/film/video producer 

 

 

TASTER 

SESSIONS 

COMING 

SOON 

TO AN ENGLISH 

LESSON NEAR 

YOU! 



 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Sportsperson,  
 

  Welcome to Physical Education. Here at Shavington 

Academy Physical Education is delivered through two courses. One of 

which is the Level 2 BTEC Tech Award in Sport. This is a new course 

starting in September, replacing the old BTEC sport. This course has 

many practical elements, which allows you to specialise and coach in a 

number of different sports ranging from football, netball, badminton 

and trampolining. The course is very flexible and allows you to tailor it 

to your interests throughout the course, improving your skills and in 

competitive situations. The qualification has lots of opportunities for 

leadership and our pupils excel in this area. The theoretical elements 

cover many topic areas including the body systems, sporting injuries, 

technology in sport and sports psychology. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to our department! 

.   

 

 

Post 16 Pathways… 
 

College/Apprenticeships: 

Physical Education can help 

lead to careers in coaching, 

Sports Science and the 

Leisure and Fitness industry. 

Progression to Post 16 

Courses 
 

Occupations:  

Coach, Teacher, Sports 

Professional, Sports Exercise 

Scientist, Leisure Centre 

Manager, Physiotherapist, 

Performance Analysts and 

Sports Media 

 

Useful Links: 
 

Sporting governing body’s websites 

GCSE Bitesize 
 

Revision: 
 

Websites that can be used to help me 

with the course for revision are: -   
 

Revise BTEC TECH Award in Sport  

Revision Guides     YouTube 

 

Assessment Information: 
 

What are the exam requirements? 

To complete three units: 

Preparing participants to take part in sport and 

physical activity (30%) 

Taking part and improving other participants 

sporting performance (30%) 

Developing fitness to improve other participants 

performance in sport and physical activity (40%)   

 
 

Why Choose PE? 
 

Opportunities to improve in a range 

of sports 

Increased knowledge in a wide range 

of topic areas 

Chances to be involved in leadership 

events with the primary school 

Represent the school 

Develop your employability skills 

 

Student Feedback 

“The BTEC course has allowed me to 

improve my leadership skills and help 

with the primary school events.” 

(Year 10 pupil) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Sportsperson,  

  Welcome to Physical Education. Here at 

Shavington Academy Physical Education is a Level 2 GCSE course. 

This course has practical elements. This allows you to specialise in 

a number of different sports ranging from football, netball, 

volleyball and trampolining. The two theory papers, will test your 

knowledge on a range of PE topics. Some are included below: 

• Applied anatomy and physiology  

• Physical training  

• Sports psychology  

• Socio-cultural influences 

 
To be successful in physical education, I will improve my skill level 

and apply this into competitive situations. In theory I will learn 

about the sports person in action and current issues in sport.   

 

 

 

 

 

Post 16 pathways… 
 

College: 

Physical Education can be 

studied at A level and degree 

level. Physical Education can 

help lead to careers in coaching, 

sports science and leisure and 

fitness. 

Occupations: 

Coach, sports professional, 

sports exercise scientist, leisure 

centre manager, and physio 

 

Useful Links: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects
/znyb4wx  

Revision: 

 

Websites that can be used to help me 

with the course for revision are: -   

 

S Cool PE 

GCSE bite size PE 

Quizlet  

 

 

Assessment Information: 
 

What are the exam requirements? 

2 Written Papers - 1 hour 15 mins, 80 marks - 60% of the 

overall marks 

Paper 1: - The Human Body and Movement in physical 

activity and sport 

Paper 2: - Socio-cultural influences and well-being in 

physical activity and sport 

Unit 4 (48904): The Active Participant (Full Course) 

Controlled Assessment  – 40%of the overall marks 

3 assessments individual or game player  

 
 

 

Why Choose PE? 
 

Practical elements of the course (30%) 
 

Opportunities to improve in a range of 

sports 
 

Chances to be involved in leadership 

events with the primary school 
 

Represent the school 

 

 

 

 

Student Feedback 

“The GCSE course has allowed me to improve 

my skill levels in a range of sports.” 

(Year 11 pupil) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx


 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear nursery practitioner/early years 

teacher,  

Welcome to Child Development. Here at 

Shavington Academy Child Development is a 

Level 2 Cambridge National. This course 

introduces you to the key stages of 

development within 0 - 5 year olds. You will 

learn about key factors in the development 

of children from conception through to 

early childhood. You will understand the role 

of parents in supporting a child to learn and 

grow, through nature and care, nutrition, 

play and stimulation. You will learn how as 

practitioners to give children the best start 

in life and how to best support and 

encourage their physical, intellectual and 

emotional development.  

The course is a mixture of exam element 

and assignment based work. There will be 

opportunities to undertake practical 

elements such as creating a feeding solution 

and carry out planned play activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Information: 

What are the exam requirements? 

Exam element: Health and well-being 

for child development  

1 hour 15 mins written paper  

50% qualification 

 

Assignment 1: Understand the 

equipment and nutritional needs of 

children from birth to five years  

 

Assignment 2: Understand the 

development of a child from birth to 

five years   

 
 

 

Useful Links: 
OCR exam board website 

 

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-

nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818 

Post 16 pathways… 
 

College: 
This course can lead to courses in local 

colleges such as, 

Early years educator and 

child care courses. 

 

Occupations:  

• Early years teacher 

• Nursery practitioner 

• Child minding  
 

 

 

Why Choose Child Development? 
 

Only 50% of the course is assessed 

through an unseen examination 

Opportunities to learn practical 

vocational skills in child care  

To learn something new and different 

from the lower school curriculum 

 

 

 

 
  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will complete the following units: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

 

 

 

Welcome to Creative IMedia at Shavington Academy. 

Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives. Production of digital media products 

is a requirement of almost every business so there is huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate 

workforce.   

OCR Creative iMedia (Level 2) is a vocational ICT qualification which will help students develop 

specific and transferable skills such as research, planning, reviewing, working with others and 

communicating creative concepts. This qualification’s hands-on approach has strong relevance to 

the way young people use the technology required in creative media and prepares students for 

studying ICT at A-Level and the workplace. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

R081: Pre-production skills 

You will explore the purposes and uses of a 

range of pre-production techniques, 

including mood boards, mind maps, 

storyboards and scripts. You will also learn 

how to identify the requirements of a 

working brief and how to respond 

independently to these. 

R082: Creating digital graphics  

In this unit, you will learn the basics of digital 

graphics editing for the creative and digital 

media sector. You will learn where and why 

digital graphics are used and what techniques 

are involved in their creation. This unit will 

develop your understanding of the client brief, 

time frames, deadlines and preparation 

techniques as part of the planning and 

creation process. 

R084 Storytelling with a comic strip  

Students explore different genres of comic 

strip and how they are created. They plan 

and create a comic strip to specific 

requirements, and review the final comic 

against a specific brief.  

 

R087: Creating interactive multimedia 

products 

Students develop their knowledge and 

understanding of where and why different 

interactive multimedia products are used and 

what features are needed for a given purpose. 

They learn how to interpret a client brief, and 

how to use time frames, deadlines and 

preparation techniques as part of the planning 

and creation process. 

Career Options 

➢ Digital Marketer 

➢ Film/Video Editor 

➢ Games Developer 

➢ Graphic Designer 

➢ Magazine Editor 

➢ Plus, many others 

Cambridge Nationals 

Creative imedia Level 1/2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 
BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice  

  
 

The BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice gives pupils an opportunity to explore music in a practical 

setting and to develop an understanding of the techniques used to create and realise music. Pupils 

will explore a variety of musical styles and the musical theory and techniques that underpin them 

and develop technical and practical skills through workshops and classes. In addition, learners will 

develop transferable and employability skills such as responding to a brief, self-development, 

planning, time management and communication. 

 

 

What skills will I develop? 
Communication, performance, 

composing, critical thinking, 

evaluation, reflection, organisation 

and evaluation are key elements of 

all the components of this course. 
 

 

Post 16 Pathways… 

College: 

AS/A Levels in Music, BTEC Level 3 Music, Music 

Technology, Performing Arts 

Occupations:  

Teacher, performer, composer, theatre technician, arts 

administrators, radio, TV, live theatre, sound technician 

 

What does the course look like? 
 

Component Description of Pearson-set Assignment Window for Assessment  

Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles 

Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the centre and moderated by Pearson. 

The Pearson-set Assignment will be completed in approximately 12 hours of supervised 

assessment. 60 marks. December/January and May/June from 2023 onwards 

Component 2: Music Skills Development 

Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the centre and moderated by Pearson. 

The Pearson-set Assignment will be completed in approximately 15 hours of supervised 

assessment. 60 marks. December/January and May/June from 2023 onwards 

Component 3: Responding to a Music Brief 

This component will be delivered and assessed at the end of the course of study. 

Task set and marked by Pearson completed under supervised conditions. Pupils will be given the 

set task in January, 12 weeks before the supervised assessment period, in order to carry out the 

development of creative ideas and rehearsal for the final music product. The set task will be 

completed in 3 hours within the period timetabled by Pearson. 60 marks. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 
BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice  

 

About the music sector 

The music industry is a vibrant, exciting and highly competitive industry that contributed £5.2 

billion to the UK economy in 2019 and generated a further £2.7 billion in export revenue. In 2016, 

live music alone created £3.7 billion in direct and indirect income for the UK. The music industry 

is constantly evolving and offers many different and exciting new work opportunities. In 2019, 

the music industry supported more than 190,935 full-time jobs in the UK, 139,352 of which were 

in the music creators’ sector. 

 

 

Why Choose Music? 
  

“To be a musician you need to be able to express your feelings and use your creativity to 

communicate to the listener - especially when you’re performing to an audience. Music has 

helped us to develop our confidence and express our opinions in various scenarios with a creative 

mindset. We feel that music is important because it creates a universal experience and tells a 

story to anyone, regardless of their language or background. Throughout our time at Shavington 

Academy, we’ve found inspiration from our peers and Mr Clark. As part of the BTEC qualification, 

we’ve learnt about the music industry and the way music is published; how to make a living. 

We’ve also covered music performance on our chosen instruments in addition to performing at 

concerts around the community, for example the Christmas Concerts. As well as performing, we 

have also covered how to develop our composition skills and how to produce a concert together 

as a team. Throughout the two year course, we have learned multiple skills; time-management, 

self-discipline, resilience, communication, problem solving, team work and organisation skills. 

These skills have given us the confidence to go further with our musical education and ambitions 

which could include: performing as an artist, marketing, promotion, arts & administration, sound 

technician, job roles within a recording studio and many other areas.” 

Contributions from - Isaac, Year 11 student continuing music studies at LIPA (Liverpool Institute of 

Performing Arts) and Jozef & Eduard, Year 11 students continuing music studies at Access Music 

College - Birmingham.  



Frequently Asked Questions 
 

How many choices can I make? 

You will study three option subjects. 
 

What should I consider when making my choices? 

These option choices are personal to you and should be made in discussion with your family. It 

might be useful to also consider: 

- The range of subjects you are selecting - it is important to consider a broad range  

- Whether you enjoy a subject and feel confident you can achieve well in it 

- What job or college course you might be considering when you leave Shavington  

It is important that you are not influenced by your friend’s choices - these are YOUR options 
 

What support will I receive when making my choices?  

The options process provides a range of support strategies; it is important that you use as many of 

them as you can: 

- Options launch night, all subjects will attend this event and be there to explain their 

subjects/courses and provide guidance; 

- All subjects that are new to you will provide taster sessions - these really help you to know 

whether a subject is for you; 

- Form tutors will also be able to provide answers to any questions you have; 

- You can meet with a member of the Leadership team to discuss the choices you are making 

and to provide further guidance and support; 

- Your class teachers and the May Parents’ Evening, this will provide a chance for you to 

discuss your progress in your subjects 
 

Will I automatically be guaranteed my option choices? 

We hope to be able to give as many pupils as possible their option choices, but it cannot always be 

possible for a number of reasons: 

- The range of subjects offered may have to change, for example, if not enough students 

choose a course it cannot run 

- It may be necessary to limit the number of students on a course due to health and safety 

guidance, this often applies to subjects such as Construction, Engineering and Food & 

Nutrition 

- A pupil’s progress and attainment in subjects will also be considered to ensure that they 

have the best chance of success 

Your reserve choice is therefore very important, as it will have to be used if any of the situations 

above occur. 
 

Can I change my option choices after the deadline?  

Possibly, but if you decide to change any of your option choices after the deadline you do run a 

much higher risk of not being able to have the options you want as they will be allocated on a first 

come basis.                

 


