
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHAVINGTON ACADEMY 
 

Newsletter 
July 2020 

¡Hasta luego! 

As you now know I’m leaving Shavington Academy as 

my family and I are pursuing an opportunity in Gran 

Canaria.  

Working in a Spanish speaking country whilst my 

children are young has been a dream of mine. I am 

now faced with a strange mix of emotions to be 

excited for a new adventure whilst sad to be leaving a 

job and a school that I love.  

As a teacher I can honestly say that I have enjoyed my 

time here so much. The warmth, professionalism and 

humour of my colleagues is second to none. As a 

parent I can genuinely say that the pupils of 

Shavington Academy are truly fortunate to have such 

people leading their education. I would not hesitate 

to send my own children here. 

To the pupils, parents and carers I would like to say 

thank you. You have all played a part in making my 

trip up the A51 feel a little shorter and really 

worthwhile. I have really enjoyed working with you 

all. 

Thank you for everything and good luck to you all. 

Iain Smith 

#ShavingtonSpirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fantastic work from Sam in Year 7 who has just 

completed this weaving project for his Technology 

textiles work. 

Dear pupils, parents, carers and members of the 

community,  

 

As this newsletter concludes the academic year, I look 

back over the last 10 months and can’t quite believe 

the experiences we have all had. My first year in 

headship has definitely been one that I will never 

forget, but I have never felt so privileged to be in the 

position I am. The community that we are and the 

togetherness over the challenges we have faced has 

been truly amazing and I have never been more 

appreciative of the support that you have showed all 

of the staff in the Academy. 

 
As is ritual for the end of term, I would like to send our 
well wishes and goodbyes to those staff that are 
leaving us. We would like to thank Miss Morris for her 
support over the last term, supporting in the PE 
department. We wish her well in her new role at Brine 
Leas. 
 
We would also like to thank Mrs Dunn for all of her 
support to pupils in Food & Nutrition over the years. 
She has been a fabulous technician and although we 
still hope to see her invigilating for us, we wanted to 
recognise her contribution to the Academy. 
 
Our final goodbye is to Mr Smith. As you will see from 
his piece in this newsletter, an opportunity has arisen 
for him and his family that he could not refuse. He’s 
been at Shavington for just over 5 years and we are 
incredibly sorry to see him leave us. He is a fantastic 
teacher and much respected member of staff. He has 
assured me that should he decide to return to the UK 
in a few years that he will be in touch for a job, so 
maybe this is just farewell for a while and not goodbye. 
Mr Smith, we all wish you and your family well in your 
move abroad, we all will miss you, so please do keep in 
touch. 
 
It’s therefore left for me to draw to a close the 2019-
20 academic year. I genuinely cannot thank you all 
enough for the support you have shown to the 
Academy in the most challenging of times. To 
reference my earlier communications this term, we 
have ridden this storm together and we are coming out 
of the other side. We know that September will not be 
exactly the same, but we are starting back on the road 
of recovery and the Academy community are all 
looking forward to having all of our pupils back with us 
in September. 
 
In the final week of the holiday I will update parents 
and carers of any changes that have occurred over the 
break, and will of course remind about the plans for 
the first week back. 
 
Once again, thank you for your unwavering support, 
trust and understanding. 
 
Take care, stay safe and have a lovely summer. 
 
Miss Morris  
Headteacher 
 

 

As the Science department approach the end of the 

school year and the end of the space topic, all key stage 

3 pupils were asked to complete a space project. Pupils 

were given a choice of tasks to choose from, these 

ranged from designing a Mars settlement, to a futuristic 

space suit, applying for a job at NASA and designing 

space experiments. The Science department have been 

overwhelmed with the level of enthusiasm and 

creativity shown by pupils. The projects have shown 

imagination, wider research, logical thinking and great 

problem-solving skills. Here are a few of the fantastic 

examples that have been completed.  
 

Oliver in Year 7 produced a great model of a can sized 

food capsule, even containing real food and instructions 

on how an astronaut could prepare this meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke in Year 8 designed a holiday brochure to sell 

holidays to Mars, including saying what the flight to 

Mars would be like and what kind of things you could 

expect to see when you arrived.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Davies received a postcard from Neptune, designed 

and written by Ellie in Year 7, telling him what it was like 

on the far away planet.  
 

Well done to everyone who has sent in their space 

projects. The Science department can’t wait to see all of 

the exciting ideas that pupils are continuing to send in. 

 

Oliver in Year 7 has produced 

this outstanding article for PE 

to explain who his 3 favourite 

sports stars are! Oliver has 

completed brilliant work for 

PE throughout lockdown. Big 

well done! 

 

Year 11 Ambassadors 

This half term, Miss Steele, Miss Monaghan and Miss 

Morris have had the wonderful opportunity to 

appoint Year 11 Academy Ambassadors. They were 

all extremely impressed with the range of 

applications received and look forward to seeing 

these pupils develop their leadership skills over the 

coming year. 

 

Science Department 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are just a few more of the exciting things Year 9 have 

shared: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open  

 

Year 9 Lockdown Fun       

(Part 2)! 
 

Since the last edition in May, Year 9 have become even 

busier than before!  

 

The whole year group have submitted their GCSE option 

choices and have started preparing for the start of their 

courses in September. Whilst completing their home 

learning, some pupils have managed to work towards 

qualifications (e.g. Bronze Duke of Edinburgh) with external 

organisations such as Army Cadets and Scouts.  

 

During the pastoral reviews, we have discussed how home 

learning is helping pupils to prepare for higher education, 

including college and university. We have recognised the 

need for self-motivation, the ability to manage our time 

effectively and self-discipline to make sure we follow our 

timetables and meet deadlines. Not forgetting the 

importance of maintaining a good sleep routine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of pupils have enjoyed independent reading, including 

reading around their GCSE option subject topics. ‘Woman in 

Black’ and ‘Of Mice and Men’ have been popular within 

English. One pupil has read an additional 12 books in their 

spare time! 

 

 

 

It has been a pleasure to work alongside 

the year group over the past two years 

and I am looking forward to seeing how 

you progress in Year 10 and 11.  

I look forward to welcoming the current 

Year 7 back in September as Year 8 ☺       

Miss Talbot  

“I got a new hamster. 

His name is Domino 

because he's black 

and white.” 

 

“Me and my family have 

looked after 3 baby birds that 

the cats brought in, as well as 

doing garden work, cooking 

and lots of baking.” 

 

“I have added 3 members to my 

family this week!” 

 

“Over lockdown, I got a 

British Shorthair kitten 

called Olive and a month 

later I got a Cavalier King 

Charles puppy called 

Lenny.”  

“We have been keeping 

busy by continuing to go 

on dog walks with my dog 

on some fields, which keeps 

us exercising whilst 

having fun playing fetch 

with Minnie (our dog).” 

We have also had lots more 

volunteering and fundraising in 

the community. Courtney and 

her younger brother Jaden have 

been fundraising for the NHS 

and were able to present their 

cheque this month. Amazing! 

Other pupils have been helping 

local groups and churches with 

delivering food to people in 

need. Pupils have thoroughly 

enjo enjoyed being part of these projects and watching people 

find the food and items they need during these difficult 

times on their doorsteps. 

Many Year 9 pupils have been enjoying extended time 

outdoors to complete exercise challenges. Lots of pupils 

have 

  

have been completing dog 

walks, 10km bike rides, 5km 

runs and long, fast walks in the 

evening to keep fit. Several 

pupils have taken up a new 

hobby of paddleboarding. 

What a shame this isn’t 

recognised on the GCSE PE 

specification!  

 

 
Others have been 

continuing home 

garden projects and 

learning life skills. 

New talents have 

been found, such as 

this project where 

the 

 

 

the pupil designed and fitted decking within their garden. 

Others have been baking and cooking meals for their 

families. Individuals have continued developing their hair 

styling skills and are now using their new knowledge of sign 

language to teach others. We have a bunch of young 

entrepreneurs in the year group! 

 

 


