
Year 11 - Exams Revision
4th November 2026

5pm – 6pm

Practical revision strategies to support; Parents, Carers and Pupils



Exams Revision

• Introduction to the evening 

• Wellbeing Support  Mr Nellis

• Science Miss Foster
• Philosophy & Ethics  Miss Vernon
• Maths  Mr Malam
• English Miss Knapper

Opportunity for questions



Purpose of this evening

• Starting Point for some

• What you and your child can expect from us

• Key dates for pupils & parents

• How you can support your child’s revision

• Opportunity for questions



Weekly Revision Sessions

Year 11 Revision Schedule

Lunch 3.30 - 4pm 4 - 4.30pm

Monday

iMedia Science

Product Design, Art, Textiles, Photo and Food

Tuesday

Maths

Computer Science

Wednesday

History

PE Practical

Thursday

English Philosophy & Ethics

Friday

PE PE Theory

BTEC Music



Year 11 Timeline

• Data Captures: 8th December & 17th March

• Mock Examinations: 
wb 14th December AND first fortnight in January

• Final Parents Evening:  Thursday 28th January

• Summer Examinations: 10th May – 18th June*

*‘contingency day’ 23rd June 2026



Wellbeing 



Wellbeing 

Mr Nellis – Pastoral Leader for Year 11

Mr Chell – Director of Inclusion



It’s ok for your child to feel anxious or worried

Wellbeing 



Avoiding Distractions 



Stress

Stress causes physical changes in the body designed to help you take on threats or 
difficulties

• Your child may notice that their heart pounds,  breathing quickens, 
their muscles tense, and they start to sweat. This is sometimes known 
as the fight or flight response

• Once the threat or difficulty passes, these physical effects usually fade
• These feelings are designed to help them cope with a challenging 

situation and its normal to experience this when we are under 
pressure 

• They can harness feelings these to help you perform to their 
maximum in such situations



How your child can look after their wellbeing?

Stay Flexible. Resilient people expect to face challenges 
at different points in their lives. They are able to adjust 
their goals and find ways to adapt. 



Learn Lessons. When you have a negative experience, focus on the 
positive lessons you can learn from it. When a tough situation arises, 
don’t focus on who is to blame. Let go of asking “Why me?” and feeling 
like a victim. Ask yourself what you could do differently next time to 
have a better result.

How your child can look after their wellbeing?



Self Care
Body (Physical) Mind (Mental)

Soul (Emotional)



How do I get my day off to a good start?
• One of the most important parts of a routine is having a good start to the day

• Try these things when you wake up:

• 1. Give yourself more time in the morning – set an alarm at the same time 
everyday and give yourself an extra 10 minutes so you don’t need to rush

• 2. Take a few minutes after you wake up to ask yourself how you’re feeling

• 3. Drink a glass of water to kick start your body and mind

• 4. Shower or splash your face with cool water to wake you up

• 5. Always have breakfast, it is fuel for your brain and body

• 6. Take 5 deep breaths, in through your nose and out through your mouth

• 7. Do some relaxing morning exercises



How can I help myself to feel calmer?

• Try one of these things every day:

• Be kind to yourself. Think about what you’d say to a friend if they were in your position

• Check your basic needs. Think about whether you are hungry, thirsty or tired – and eat, drink 
or rest if you need to

• Focus on things right now. If you’re feeling overwhelmed or angry, take yourself out of the 
situation by pausing for 30 seconds and feeling your feet firmly on the ground or your back 
against a chair

• Take a break. Make time to listen to music, go for a walk or have a chat with family or friends.

• Take deep breaths. Take 5 deep breaths in through your nose and out through your mouth.

• Be kind to other people. Help yourself to feel proud or good by doing a random act of 
kindness like offering to wash up, make someone a cup of tea or get involved in some 
voluntary work

• Learn to say no. Think about yourself before others – if someone is taking up a lot of your time 
and it’s making you stressed or upset, let them know when you need a break



Struggling to sleep?

When you’re struggling to get to sleep it can have a big effect on you. It can make 
it harder to concentrate during the day, or make you feel low and less able to 
cope.

There are many things that might make it difficult to get to sleep, including:-

• Struggling with difficult feelings or memories

• Worrying about homework or exams

• Difficulties at home and/or difficulties with family members and/or friends

• Having an unhealthy routine or diet



How can I sleep well?

Things to try to improve your sleep pattern….

• Get yourself into a comfortable position

• Take some slow, deep breaths, breathing in and out

• Listen to some calming music or white noise

• Close your eyes and picture yourself in your favourite place

• When you feel comfortable, turn off your phone and maintain a consistent 
routine for each and every bedtime



SCIENCE
MISS FOSTER



FOCUS

Condensing information 
ready for revision

Science has lots of content – prioritise! 
Use exercise books, revision guides or 
even the AQA specification. 



An active process 

• Do not copy things down 
word for word

• Do write the key information 
in your own words to make 
your notes easier to 
understand and to refer to



Revision cards Spider diagrams



Add subheadings to your notes to 
organise the information

Use highlighting to pick out the most 
important points

Colour-code information to show 
links, e.g. write all definitions in red



1. Simplify and summarise your notes into key points so they are easier 
to revise from.

2. Aim to get each topic onto a single page. Cut the waffle and pick out 
what’s important.

3. Try to reorganise the material in some way, e.g. by grouping it 
differently or linking topics together.

4. How you present your notes may depend on the subject:

Key Points



Step 1: Condense notes

Step 2: Memorise

Step 3: Test yourself

Understanding

Key words



Philosophy & Ethics



How to access revision materials on Teams



1   RETRIEVE from 

memory

2  IDENTIFY 

forgotten 

information

3  CHECK memory 

for improvement

How to use a knowledge organiser to revise  |  Retrieve-Identify-Check



Step 1   RETRIEVE 

from memory

• Jot down as much as you can 

remember about Christian 

attitudes to punishment.

• This can be bullet-points, a mind-

map or similar.

Time:  2 minutes



Step 1   RETRIEVE 

from memory



• First read through the 

knowledge-organiser.

• Then add missing 

information to your notes.

Time:  5 minutesStep 2  IDENTIFY 

forgotten information



Time:  5 minutesStep 2  IDENTIFY 

forgotten information



Step 3  CHECK memory 

for improvement

• Now cover your notes and write 

down the information you missed 

first time on a fresh sheet of paper.

• Then CHECK to see how you 

memory has improved.

Time:  3 minutes



Maths
Mr Malam – Curriculum Leader



The best way to revise 

maths is to do 

maths….



The best way to revise 

maths is to do 

maths….

So how do we 

access the maths?



Little and Often – 5 A-Day



The 5 a day 

sheets look 

like this; 5 

topics every 

day, 

maximum 8 

questions





corbettmaths.com



In Book 

Format



Revision 

Cards



1st Class Maths







Look out for Specific Revision Lists 

on Teams



Areas of Improvement



sparxmaths.uk

All Year 11 students still 
have access to SPARX 
Maths. 

This is an excellent 
revision tool





Calculators and 

Equipment

 Pen 

 Pencil

 Scientific calculator (paper 2 
and 3)

 Ruler

 Compass

 Protractor



Advantages of the Standard Calculator



Advantages of the Standard Calculator



Advantages of the Higher Calculator



Advantages of the Higher Calculator



Revision 

Guides



QR Codes for all websites



English



What is revision?
Revision is a way of remembering key 

concepts or information.

In English, what do you think you’re going to 

have to remember in order to be successful in 

the exams?



For English you need to know:

• The requirements of each exam paper 

• How to answer each question 

• Key subject terminology

• Key quotations 

• Contextual information 

• Theoretical viewpoints

• SPaG
 

New information from colleges 

(South Cheshire and Reaseheath)

If you achieve a Grade 4 in EITHER 

Language OR Literature, you will not 

need to re-sit UNLESS you need a 

Grade 4 in Language for your course 

or University course.



Top Tip number 1



Timed responses and plans

- You don’t always have to write full answers 

- Create 5 minute plans 

- Practice timed responses to the questions 
you are less confident with

- Use example past papers 

- AQA GCSE English Language Past Papers - 
Revision World

- LEARN FROM YOUR MISTAKES - Use your 
feedback from previous questions to 
ensure you focus on your areas of 
weakness

https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers


Planning for success:
Paragraph 1
Set the scene – park – pathetic fallacy

Paragraph 2 
Character approaches – close detail about movements, 
facial expression etc.

Paragraph 3
Character takes out photograph

With _________ fingers…

fumbling   shaking   trembling   clumsy   quivering   poised   
assertive  

folded   faded   worn transparent   loved   cared for   
delicate 
  
‘handled gently, as if it was one of the great wonders of 
the world’

Paragraph 4 
Flashback – link your memory to the title of the story

• Yesterday, he had been…
• Forty years ago, she was…
• Suddenly, in spite of himself, his mind began 

wandering on a painful journey through his 
memories…

Paragraph 5
Back on the bench – link to your opening

Back on the bench…

- Planning is JUST as important as 

writing your responses

- Gathering ideas and ordering your 

thoughts is crucial to a well-rounded 

response

- It is useful for:

 - quotation gathering

 - contextual links

 - ordering your points

 - linking beginning to ending

 - developing a thread for your 

             argument



Language analysis
Paper 2, Question 3

Checklist:

Answer the question in a nutshell – 
Come up with 3 adjectives to answer 
the question. How DOES the writer use 
language to present the garden? E.g.

‘The writer uses language to present the 
garden as a mysterious entity. It is 
overgrown and creates a foreboding 
atmosphere to the extract.

Use quotation to support the points you 
are making - prove your nutshell!

Ensure you focus on the correct line 
references

Develop alternative interpretations within 
your analysis: ‘this could also suggest…’

Develop the detail in your analysis – 
answer the why? /how?

Zoom in on individual words/phrases 
and explore their connotations: ‘the 
verb ‘ripped’ has connotations of 
violence and aggression but also 
suggests a conscious and purposeful 
action.’

Annotate your 

extract and 

explode any 

effective words/ 

phrases – do you 

notice anything? 

Semantic field, 

mood, motif

Zoom in on one 

key quotation 

and explore 

everything you 

can about it – 

look for 3-5 things 

to say before you 

move on

Make a link with a 

secondary 

quotation that 

builds your 

analysis – now 

explore this 

quotation in 

detail



Viewpoint writing
Paper 2, Question 5

Checklist:

Present a CLEAR viewpoint in response 
to the statement. DON’T offer both 

sides of the argument.

Write 2-3 sides in your exam booklet

Proof-read your writing – 16 marks are 
available for SPaG

Use adverbs like: surely, undoubtedly, 

clearly, truly, to express confidence

Follow the suggested structure

Include persuasive devices like: 
personal pronouns, imperative, 

rhetorical questions and facts/ statistics

Think carefully about your vocabulary 

choices and ensure they have impact 
on your reader

CHALLENGE: Include an extended 

metaphor

Anecdote

Pathos

Emotive language

Facts and statistics

Logos

Opinion

As a modern day 

society…

As a 21st century…

Nowadays…

3 short sentences

Personal pronouns – 

you/ we

Imperatives

Return to your 

character



Make your quotations work harder

• Don’t revise 
different 
quotations for 
EVERY theme or 
character, revise 
quotations that 
work for a range 
of characters and 
themes…



And then pre-learn your analysis…



Top Tip number 2



Flashcards

- Design flashcards that work for you

- Keep them simple

- Too much information is counter-productive

- Make sure you are testing yourself on the key information

- Use pictures or diagrams to reinforce the key information

- Use mnemonics (associations)



Which one word could we use to 
describe these everyday images?

CRAMMED
To completely fill a place to the point of overflowing:



Spaced repetition

Spaced repetition is a powerful memory technique that 
involves reviewing and recalling information at optimal 
spacing intervals until the information is learned at a 
sufficient level.



And now… how do you USE flashcards 
effectively?
- All of your flashcards start in Box 1

- Every time you can recall the 
flashcard accurately you move it to 

the next box

- This means that you see this card 

less as you have already mastered it

- If at any point you recall a card 

incorrectly it moves all the way 

back to Box 1

- By using this technique of spaced 

repetition you are testing yourself on 

the knowledge you are less 
confident with

For a more detailed explanation of the Leitner method, watch this clip: The Most Powerful Way to 

Remember What You Study - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVajQPuRmk8&t=267s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVajQPuRmk8&t=267s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVajQPuRmk8&t=267s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVajQPuRmk8&t=267s


Have a go at using making your own 
flashcards and using them to test out this 
technique…



English extra revision sessions



What to do before your mocks in Dec/ Jan

• Attend the extra revision sessions

• Use the revision materials provided this evening – Macbeth grid, 
language checklists, planning sheets, flashcard idea, past paper questions

• Pre-learn your analysis for the Macbeth quotations

• Ensure you are confident with the exam skills for P2, Q3 and P2, Q5

• Practice some questions and have your teacher mark them then practice 
again and focus on your area of feedback



Finally…



Thank you 

Huge thank you for coming along this evening

I hope that you all found something that could help your child 

Please do contact the relevant people here at the Academy if we can be 
of any further help over the coming months
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